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SUBJECT:TRAVELING PRESS SUMMARY, WEDNESDAY EVENING 3/30 
NO. 15 

WIRES 

UPI 

NICOLAS DANILOFF FROM MOSCOW 

LEAD: SOVIET LEADER LEONID BREZHNEV FLATLY REJECTED BOTH 
OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S DISARMAMENT PROPOSALS AND PRESENTED 
NO NEW KREMLIN OFFER ON ARMS REDUCTIONS, A DISAPPOINTED 
SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE SAID WEDNESDAY. 

OTHER POINTS: 
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- SECRETARY WAS DISAPPOINTED AT EAILURE TO MAKE PROGRESS IN 
MOST ESSENTIAL OF ALL AREAS 

- SECRETARY SAID IT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY IE BREAKDOWN IN TALKS 
LEAD TO ACCELERATION OF THE ARMS RACE. 

- SECRETARY WILL MEET GROMYKO IN MAY TO CONTINUE DIALOGUE 
ON ARMS CONTROL AND MIDDLE EAST. 
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- TEN WORKING GROUPS SET UP TO CONTINUE DIALOGUE ON MAIOR 
DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY PROBLEMS. 

- SECRETARY SAID US SALT PROPOSAL STILL ON TABLE AND HOPED 
SOVIETS WOULD REELECT ON IT AND EIND MERIT IN IT. 

- PUTTING BEST FACE ON HIS MOSCOW FAILURE, SECRETARY 
MAINTAINED TALKS WITH BREZHNEV USEFUL, INSISTED HE THOUGHT 
RELATIONS WOULD CONTINUE TO BE GOOD. 

AP 

KEN FREED FROM MOSCOW 

SOVIET LEADER LEONID 1. BREZHNEV REIECTED AMERICAN NUCLEAR 
ARMS CONTROL PROPOSALS TODAY, SHATTERING THE LATEST 
EFFORT TO SIGN A NEW STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TREATY. 

OTHER POINTS: 

- SECRETARY SAID SOVIETS HAD REJECTED BOTH US SALT PRO- 
POSALS - THE COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH AND THE MORE LIMITED 
ONE. 

- US PROPOSALS,SAID SECRETARY,HAD NOT BEEN REJECTED BECAUSE 
OF SOVIET UNHAPPINESS OVER US HUMAN RIGHTS CRITICISM. 

PROBLEM WAS SOVIETS THOUGHT DEAL NOT EQUITABLE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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- EVEN SECRETARY'S MAIN GOAL - TO SET UP FORMAT FOR CON- 
TINUING SALT TALKS-HAD NOT BEEN ACHIEVED. 

- SALT WILL AGAIN BE DISCUSSED WITH GROMYKO IN MAY,PROBABLY 
IN WESTERN EUROPE. 

- MIDDLE EAST WILL ALSO BE TAKEN UP AT THAT TIME. 

- BREZHNEV IS THE ONLY SINGLE LEADER WHO WOULD NORMALLY 
BE ABLE TO ACCEPT US SALT PROPOSAL. 

- SECRETARY SAID HUMAN RIGHTS HAVE NOT COME UP TODAY,AND 
SALT PROPOSALS STOOD ON THEIR OWN FEET. HOWEVER, OTHER 
AMERICAN OFFICIALS SPECULATED THAT SALT REJECTION BY 
SOVIETS WAS RELATED TO BREZHNEV'S MONDAY WARNING ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS. 

- SECRETARY FEELS IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO REACH AGREEMENT 
ON SALT BEFORE OCTOBER 3 DEADLINE. 

- IN WASHINGTON PRESIDENT CARTER TOLD MEETING ON CONGRESS- 
IONAL LEADERS THAT ALTHOUGH THE US PROPOSAL HAD BEEN 
REJECTED THE MOSCOW TALKS WERE PRODUCTIVE. 
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- EARLIER FREED STORY SAID US HAD PROPOSED 
AN OVER-ALL CUT IN THE NUMBER OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPON DELIVERY SYSTEMS; A REDUCTION IN LARGE, MODERN 
BALLISTIC MISSILE LAUNCHERS; A CUT IN THE NUMBER OF LAUNCHERS 
FOR MISSILES WITH MULTIPLE WARHEADS AND A SUBSTANTIAL RE- 
DUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF MULTIPLE WARHEADS THEMSELVES. 

TELEVISION 

ABC NIGHTLY NEWS 
HARRY REASONER 
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THESE ARE TONIGHT'S STORIES - THE US-SOVIET TALKS IN 

MOSCOW ON LIMITING NUCLEAR ARMS COLLAPSED AS RUSSIA REJECTS 

AMERICA'S PROPOSALS. 

THIS IS THE WEEK THAT SECRETARY VANCE HAS BEEN MEETING AT 
THE KREMLIN TRYING TO FIND A FORMULA FOR ARMS CONTROL. IN 
EFFECT, VANCE SAID TO THE RUSSIANS FIRST,LET'S CONSOLIDATE 
OUR AGREEMENT IN THOSE AREAS WHERE WO DO AGREE,AND WE LL 
PUT ASIDE FOR A WHILE THE ISSUE OF OUR CRUISE MISSILE 
AND YOUR BACKFIRE BOMBER. SECONDLY, THE US PROPOSED TO 
OPEN TALKS ON ACTUAL CUTS IN SOME WEAPONS SYSTEMS, BUT 
AS BERRY DUNSMORE TELLS US THE RUSSIANS WERE NOT RECEPTIVE. 

"COMMUNIST PARTY CHIEF BREZHNEV RETURNED TO THE NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE MONDAY MORNING TO TELL SECRETARY 
VANCE THAT THE AMERICAN PROPOSALS WERE UNACCEPTABLE. 
BREZHNEV DID NOT MAKE ANY COUNTER-PROPOSALS EITHER.SO 
APART PROM A MEETING BETWEEN VANCE AND GROMYKO IN MAY, THERE 
IS A STAND-OPF,WITH BOTH SIDES TAKING A BASICALLY HARD 
LINE. AT A NEWS CONFERENCE THIS EVENING,SECRETARY VANCE 
DEALT PRANKLY WITH THE ADMITTED FAILURE OF HIS MISSION, 

THOUGH HE CITED SEVERAL AREAS IN WHICH PROGRESS HAD BEEN 
MADE AND CLAIMED THAT US-SOVIET RELATIONS WERE STILL 
INTACT." 

SECRETARY "I THINK WE MADE PROGRESS IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS 
THEY WERE USEFUL. I THINK THAT US-SOVIET RELATIONS WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE GOOD. I HOPE IN THE FUTURE THAT WE CAN 
STRENGTHEN THOSE RELATIONS. NEEDLESS TO SAY I AM DIS- 
APPOINTED." 

DUNSMORE: "AS A SECOND ARMS AGREEMENT IS NOW IN LIMBO AND 
THE FIRST EXPIRES IN OCTOBER.VANCE WAS ASKED IF HE THOUGHT 
THE COLLAPSE OF THE TALKS COULD LEAD TO AN ACCELERATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE. 
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SECRETARY VANCE: "I WOULD CERTAINLY HOPE NOT. I THINK 
THAT THIS WOULD BE A TRAGEDY IF THERE SHOULD BE AN 
ACCELERATION OF THE ARMS RACE.THIS WOULD BE IN THE 
INTEREST OF NEITHER SIDE NOR IN THE INTEREST OF PEACE." 

SECRETARY VANCE SAID THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT PRESI- 
DENT CARTER'S HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN HAD BEEN A FACTOR IN 
THE SOVIET REJECTION OF THE AMERICAN ARMS PROPOSALS. 
HOWEVER, BEFORE THIS TRIP AND DURING IT THE SOVIETS RE- 
PEATEDLY STATED THAT INTERFERRENCE IN THEIR AEFAIRS WOULD 
MAKE NORMAL DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS IMPOSSIBLE. 

SAM DONELSON 

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS WERE SUMMONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
THIS AFTERNOON TO HEAR THE BAD NEWS FIRST HAND AND TO 
PRESENT A PICTURE OE BIPARTISAN SUPPORT IN A TIME OF 
FOREIGN POLICY ADVERSITY. ACTUALLY THE PRESIDENT TOLD 
THEM HE DOESN'T THINK ITS AS BAD AS ALL THAT. 

THE PRESIDENT: "I THINK THE TALKS WERE PRODUCTIVE. WE 
MADE TWO BASIC PROPOSALS ON SALT,BOTH OP WHICH THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT HAS REJECTED, BUT NEW TALKS ARE SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN IN GENEVA THE FIRST HALF OF MAY." 

THE PRODUCTIVE PART CLAIMED BY THE PRESIDENT HAD TO DO 
WITH THE TWO NATIONS SETTING UP STUDY COMMISSIONS ON SUCH 
THINGS AS MIDEAST TALKS AND A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN 
TREATY. BUT NONE OF THAT COULD OBSCURE THE CENTRAL 
DISAPPOINTMENT ON ARMS REDUCTION. STILL TO REPORTERS 
LATER MR. CARTER SAID HE WAS NOT DISCOURAGED AND INTENDS 
TO PERSEVERE. 

CARTER: "I HAVE HOPES THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR PROPOSAL 
WILL BE ACCEPTED BY THE SOVIET UNION IN THE FUTURE,BECAUSE 
ITS TO THEIR ADVANTAGE AND OURS TO DO SO, BUT I'M NOT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DISCOURAGED AT ALL. WHILE CY VANCE SENT BACK THE WORD 
THAT HE WAS DISAPPOINTED THAT WE DIDN'T REACH IMMEDIATE 
AGREEMENT,BUT HE WAS NOT DISCOURAGED. AND I THINK THAT 
FACT THAT A JOINT COMMUNIQUE HAS BEEN PREPARED AND WILL 
BE RELEASED TOMORROW MORNING SPELLING OUT THE FACT THAT 
OUR NATIONS WILL CONTINUE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION THESE 
DISCUSSIONS IS VERY ENCOURAGING. SO,I DO INTEND TO 
CONTINUE STRONG NEGOTIATIONS TO LET THE LEADERS OF OUR 
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COUNTRY KNOW WHAT WE ARE PROPOSING.AND TM NOT IN ANY 
HURRY. ITS IMPORTANT ENOUGH TO PROCEED METHODICALLY AND 
CAREEULLY, BUT I HOPE THAT THE SOVIETS WILL AGREE WITH 
US TO DRASTIC REDUCTIONS AND STRICT LIMITATIONS IN THE 
EUTURE WHICH HAVE NEVER BEEN PART OF PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS.” 

REASONER: "THE PRESIDENT SAID HE REALLY DOESN'T KNOW 
WHY THE SOVIETS TURNED DOWN THE SALT PROPOSAL, HE GUESSES 
HE SAID THE MAIN PROPOSAL WAS SO SUBSTANTIAL THEY SIMPLY 
NEED MORE TIME TO CONSIDER IT. 'COULD IT BE HIS HUMAN 
RIGHTS CRUSADE?' MR. CARTER WAS ASKED." 

"I DON'T THINK SO" HE ANSWERED. THEN SAID HE WOUED NOT 
STOP TALKING ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE PRESIDENT: "I WILL NOT MODIEY MY HUMAN RIGHTS 
STATEMENTS. MY HUMAN RIGHTS STATEMENTS ARE COMPATIBLE 
WITH THE CONSCIOUSNESS OE THIS COUNTRY. I THINK THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN A REPEATED RECOGNITION OE INTERNATIONAL 
LAW THAT VERBAL STATEMENTS OR ANY SORT OE PUBLIC EXPRESSION 
OE A NATIONS BELIEES IS NOT AN INTRUSION IN OTHER NATIONS 
AEFAIRS." 

NOT ONLY DID THE PRESIDENT CONTINUE TO TALK TOUGH ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS, HE WARNED THE SOVIETS THAT IF THERE IS NO PROGRESS 
ON SALT NEGOTIATIONS AND NO AGREEMENT IS LIKELY THE UNITED 
STATES WILL OBVIOUSLY, HE SAID, BE FORCED TO CONSIDER 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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GOING AHEAD WITH NEW WEAPONS SYSTEMS OF ITS OWN. IT WAS 
A STRONG ATTEMPT BY THE PRESIDENT TO PUT THE BEST FACE ON 
THINGS. BUT THE FACTS REMAIN THE SOVIETS HAVE FOR NOW 
SAID NO TO JIMMY CARTER HANDING HIM THE FIRST MAJOR 
FOREIGN POLICY SETBACK OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. SAM 
DONELSON ABC NEWS - WASHINGTON. (ALL NETWORKS CARRIED 
THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS) 

JOHN SCALI GOES ON TO SPECULATE (CITING LEADING US INT- 
ELLIGENCE EXPERTS) THAT SOVIET LEADERS ARE TRYING TO 
FRIGHTEN PRESIDENT CARTER JUST AS THEY TRIED TO FRIGHTEN 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY INTO QUICK CONCESSIONS IN HIS FIRST 
MEETING WITH NIKITA KHRUHSHEV. AND THAT IF THE PRESIDENT 
REFUSES TO "BUCKLE" THE SOVIETS WILL OFFER AN ACCEPTABLE 
DEAL BEFORE OCTOBER 3. 

CBS 

WALTER CRONKITE 

GOOD EVENING. THOSE SOVIET-AMERICAN TALKS IN MOSCOW 
ON A NEW STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT HAVE 
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COLLAPSED. EACH SIDE REJECTED THE OTHERS PROPOSALS DURING 
A PINAL KREMLIN MEETING TODAY BETWEEN SECRETARY OF STATE 
VANCE AND SOVIET PARTY LEADER BREZHNEV. 

BERNARD KALB: BREZHNEV HAD ATTENDED ONLY THE OPENING 
SESSION ON MONDAY, TODAY HE REAPPEARED POR THE SIXTH AND 
PINAL SESSION. THIS MEETING THE SHORTEST OP ALL, ONE HOUR 
INCLUDING TRANSLATIONS,AND IT WAS BREZHNEV WHO DELIVERED 
THE SOVIET REPLY TO THE TWO LATEST US PROPOSALS ON 
CONTROLLING NUCLEAR WEAPONS. IT WAS VANCE AT A NEWS 
CONPERENCE LATER WHO ENDED A THREE-DAY SUSPENSE ABOUT 
WHETHER THE TALKS WOULD SUCCEED OR PAIL. 

SECRETARY VANCE: "AT THAT MEETING THE SOVIETS TOLD US 
THAT THEY HAD EXAMINED OUR TWO PROPOSALS AND DID NOT PIND 
UNCLASSIPIED 
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EITHER ACCEPTABLE." 

KALB: VANCE DISCLOSED THAT THE US HAD POUND THE SOVIET 
PROPOSAL EQUALLY UNACCEPTABLE,AND HE WAS ASKED WHAT 
IMPACT TODAYS PAILURE WOULD HAVE ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS. 

SECRETARY VANCE: "NEEDLESS TO SAY I AM DISAPPOINTED THAT 
WE HAVE PAILED TO MAKE PROGRESS IN WHAT I CONSIDER TO 
BE THE MOST ESSENTIAL OP ALL OP THESE AREAS NAMELY THE 
AREA OP STRATEGIC NUCLEAR ARMS, BUT I THINK THAT OUR 
RELATIONSHIPS WILL CONTINUE GOOD,AND WE WILL CERTAINLY 
DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO CONTINUE TO TRY AND STRENGTHEN 
THE RELATIONSHIP." 

KALB: ONE REPORTER CHALLENGED VANCE'S REPLY SAYING IT 
STRAINED CREDIBILITY-THAT US-SOVIET RELATIONS ARE WORSE 
NOW THAN AT ANY TIME IN RECENT YEARS. 

VANCE: "THE NATURE OP THE TALKS WAS AT NO TIME ACRIMON- 
IOUS OR UNBUSINESSLIKE. I THINK THAT THE TASK REMAINS 
BEFORE US TO TRY AND PIND A WAY TO REACH AGREEMENT IN THE 
STRATEGIC AREA,AND WE BOTH SHOULD BEND OUR EPFORTS TO 
THAT END." 

KALB: VANCE SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIET'S 
OPPOSITION TO THE US HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY HAD PLAYED A 
ROLE IN THEIR REJECTION OF THE US PROPOSALS, BUT HE ADDED 
"YOU'LL HAVE TO ASK THEM." 

CRONKITE: VANCE SAID HE AND SOVIET POREIGN MINISTER 
GROMYKO WOULD MEET IN MAY. ONE OP THE SUBJECTS TO BE 
DISCUSSED THEN WILL BE STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATIONS. 

THE COLLAPSE OP THE MOSCOW SALT TALKS HANDED PRESIDENT 
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CARTER HIS FIRST MAJOR FOREIGN POLICY SETBACK. (PRESIDENT'S 
REMARKS AND ACCOMPANYING ANALYSIS FOLLOW) 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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NBC NIGHTLY NEWS 

DAVID BRINKLEY: THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S FIRST TRY 
FOR A DISARMAMENT DEAL WITH THE RUSSIANS WAS A FAILURE. 

THE SAID "NO." THEY WERE OFFERED TWO OPTIONS, AND THEY 
SAID "NO" TO BOTH OF THEM. SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE TOOK 
TO MOSCOW A MINIMUM GOAL OF AGREEING ON A FRAMEWORK FOR 
DISCUSSING DISARMAMENT IN THE FUTURE,HE DIDN'T EVEN GET 
THAT. THERE WILL BE OTHER CHANCES TO TALK THE NEXT ONE 
IN MAY, BUT THIS FIRST ATTEMPT TO GET SOMETHING STARTED 
WAS A FAILURE. 

A REPORT FROM RICHARD VALARIANI IN MOSCOW: 

VALARIANI: SOVIET LEADER LEONID BREZHNEV SHOWED UP FOR 
THE FIRST TIME SINCE MONDAY TO DELIVER THE SOVIET REJEC- 
TION IN PERSON TO SECRETARY VANCE. HE WAS IN NO MOOD FOR 
BANTER,AND HE WAVED OFF REPORTERS QUESTIONS. HE DID NOT 
LOOK WELL, AND HIS VOICE SOUNDED BAD, BUT HE DID ALL THE 
TALKING FOR THE SOVIET SIDE. VANCE WAS AIMING AT THE 
MODEST GOAL OF ONLY GETTING A GENERAL FRAMEWORK FOR A 
NEW TREATY. HE HAD MADE TWO PROPOSALS, ONE PUTTING ASIDE 
THE SOVIET BACKFIRE BOMBER AND THE AMERICAN CRUISE MISSILE 
FOR LATER TALKS WHILE MAINTAINING CURRENT NUCLEAR LEVELS, 
THE OTHER CALLING FOR DEEP CUTS ON BOTH SIDES, PLUS BANS 
ON SEVERAL WEAPONS, INCLUDING LONG RANGE CRUISE MISSILES. 
VANCE DID NOT GET EVEN A FRAMEWORK, AND HE'LL TRY AGAIN 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO IN MAY. VANCE DESCRIBED 
TODAYS SESSION AS NOT ACRIMONIOUS AND NOT UNDIGNIFIED 
BUT IT LASTED ONLY AN HOUR - A SHORT MEETING FOR A SHORT 
ANSWER. 

SECRETARY VANCE: "AT THAT MEETING THE SOVIETS TOLD US 
THAT THEY HAD EXAMINED OUR TWO PROPOSALS AND DID NOT FIND 
EITHER ACCEPTABLE. THEY PROPOSED NOTHING NEW ON THEIR SIDE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THEY DO NOT FEEL THAT, AS THEY PUT IT IT IS AN EQUITABLE 
PACKAGE. WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS EQUITABLE AND THAT IT 
DOES ATTACK THE CENTRAL QUESTIONS WHICH ARE INVOLVED IN 
SEEKING A REAL ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENT. 

QUESTION: IS THAT PROPOSAL STILL ON THE TABLE? 
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SECRETARY: I WOULD HOPE AS THEY REFLECT ON IT THAT THEY 
WOULD FIND MERIT IN IT AND THAT WE'LL FIND A WAY TO GET 
BACK TOGETHER AGAIN AND START TALKING EURTHER. 

QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY CAN YOU LEAVE MOSCOW WITHOUT 
HAVING ACHIEVED THAT GENERAL ERAMEWORK? 

SECRETARY: THAT IS CORRECT. I DO LEAVE IT WITHOUT 
HAVING ACHIEVED THAT GENERAL ERAMEWORK, AND I AM VERY 
DISAPPOINTED THAT WE WERE UNABLE TO DO SO. 

VALARIANI: VANCE SAID HE THOUGHT THE DISPUTE OVER HUMAN 
RIGHTS HAD NOT EFFECTED THE NEGOTIATIONS, BUT ITS CLEAR 
THAT DISPUTE HAD SOURED THE ATMOSPHERE. SO, AS OF NOW, 
THE ARMS CONTROL TALKS ARE IN DEADLOCK WITH BOTH SIDES 
TAKING A HARD LINE, AND THE PROSPECTS FOR AGREEING ON A 
NEW TREATY TO REPLACE THE ONE WHICH EXPIRES IN OCTOBER 
SEEM REMOTE. 

CHANCELLOR: AT THE WHITE HOUSE THEY WERE TRYING TO PUT 
THE BEST FACE ON THE FIRST MAJOR DEFEAT OE THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION-THE REBUFE IN MOSCOW, AND THE PRESIDENT 
SEEMED TO BE SAYING HE WOULD GIVE THE RUSSIANS ONE MORE 
CHANCE AT THE NEXT MEETING, AND IE HE DECIDES THEN THAT 
THEY ARE NOT ACTING IN GOOD FAITH, HE WILL CONSIDER A 
SPEEDUP IN STRATEGIC WEAPONS. (PROGRAM CONTINUES WITH 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AND MORE ANALYSIS.) 

CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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